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Preface 
 
What greater pain can a person feel who is disabled and in a wheelchair, either from a 
debilitating disease or due to an unfortunate accident, than to be entrapped in their own 
home.  As a lady told us before we built her ramp, ñI feel like a prisoner in my own homeò.  
Her husband was not physically able to get her from the house into the car and had to call 
the local rescue squad for them to send help each day when it was time for him to carry her 
for her daily radiation treatments. When they got home he would have to call the rescue 
squad to get her from the car back into the house.  Another lady who we built a ramp for 
had to visit her husband in the rest home when she could. He had a severe stroke which left 
him unable to walk and confined to a wheelchair. She could not bring him home because 
she could not get him in and out of their mobile home. 
 
There are people in your community who may be facing these same circumstances.  There 
are men in your church or other community groups who have the skills and experience to 
provide a remedy to families like these. In my church this ministry has involved men from 
age 30 to 80.  We have younger men who still work a public job and who can help at night 
during the pre-build stage, and then older men, some who have retired who can work not 
only during the pre-build but also at the site when we assemble the ramp. 
 
A wheelchair ramp ministry is a great way for you to minister to people who may be facing 
one of the lowest valleys they have ever had to face in their life. A wheelchair ramp ministry 
is a great way to gather the men of your church or group so they can enjoy each otherôs 
company and pool the talents and skills together in a way that will help their fellow man.   
You involve yourself in work like this for the purpose of blessing someone else and you end 
up being just as blessed yourself.  There is no greater feeling than after completing a ramp 
and seeing the joy in the face of the person in the chair and their family member as they 
gain part of their freedom back, and knowing that God allowed you to be a part of this. 
 
It is my desire that many people in your community will find this freedom as you use this 
manual to develop a wheelchair ramp ministry.  The following steps are just some 
suggested steps in not only how to build a wheelchair ramp but how to do it as a ministry 
project.  In addition to the material or logistical steps needed to be done during the initial 
consultation the ministry aspect of what you do is even more important. 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Why a Handicap Ministry? 
 

1. It mirrors the example Jesus gives us in scripture.  Meeting a personôs physical need 
as a means of opening the door to address their spiritual needs. 
 

2. It meets the need of the handicap family member and other family members who are 
their primary caregivers.  If the handicapped person is confined to a nursing home 
because the family can not physically get them into and out of their home, all 
members suffer. 
 

3. It is not a ministry that meets just a current time need. As our population continues to 
age, this ministry will be forever more needed. 
 

4. It is a ministry that many age groups can be involved in. 
 

5. It does not require a great deal of money to get started. 
 

6. There is not a lot of upfront cost. All the tools that are needed are already owned by 
someone in your group. 
 

7. It is a ministry that reaches beyond the walls of our church. A service that not only is 
offered to our own members but to non members as well. 
 

8. It is a renewable commodity.  The ramps are built so that they can be disassembled 
and used elsewhere. 
 

9. It is visible to others in the community which may open other doors to share the 
Gospel. 
 

10. You will as blessed as the person you build the ramp for. 
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Why do we give of our time and energy to meet the physical needs of others? One only has 
to go to the Book of Mathews beginning with chapter eight to see how many people Jesus 
gave His time and energy to meet the needs of.  Who but He is a better example of how 
concerned we should be of other peopleôs needs: 
 
Mathew 8:3é ééé Jesus cleansed the Leper 
Mathew 8:13ééé. Jesus healed the Centurionôs servant 
Mathew 8:15ééé. Jesus healed the fever of Peterôs mother in law. 
Mathew 8:16ééé. Jesus healed many who were demon-possessed and sick. 
Mathew 8:28ééé. Jesus cast out the demon in 2 men in a cemetery. The demons were 

 allowed to enter a Herd of pigs that then drowned. 
Mathew 9:2ééé.... Jesus healed a paralytic lying on a bed. 
Mathew 9: 20-25é... Jesus healed a woman with a blood disease who touched the hem of 

His garment as he was on His way to raise a rulerôs daughter from the 
dead. 

Mathew 9:29ééé. Jesus healed 2 blind men. 
Mathew 9:32ééé.. Jesus healed a mute, demon-possessed man. 
Mathew 9:35ééé.. Jesus went about the cities and villages healing every sickness and 
    every disease. 
Mathew 10:8ééé.. Jesus commanded His disciples to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 

raise the dead, and cast out demons. 
Mathew 11:28éé... Jesus said ñCome to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I  

will give you rest. 
Mathew 12:13éé... Jesus healed a man with a withered hand. 
Mathew 12:22éé... Jesus healed a demon-possessed, blind, and mute man. 
Mathew 14:14éé... Jesus was moved with compassion for them and healed their sick. 
Mathew 14:19éé... Jesus fed the 5,000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish. 
Mathew 14:31éé... Jesus pulls Peter up out of the water. 
Mathew 14:36é.é.. Jesus healed many who touched His garment. 
Mathew 15:28éé... Jesus healed the daughter of the women from Canaan. 
Mathew 15:30éé... Jesus healed many who were lame, blind, mute, and maimed. 
Mathew 15:36é.é.. Jesus fed the multitude with seven loaves and a few fish. 
Mathew 17:18éé... Jesus healed an epileptic boy. 
Mathew 20:34é.é.. Jesus healed 2 blind men as He left Jerico. 
Mathew 21:14éé... Jesus healed the blind and lame in the temple. 
Luke 22:51éééé Jesus even healed the soldierôs ear when one of the disciples cut it off 

with a sword. 
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Look at the NC Baptist Men Logoé.The wheat stem signifies meeting their physical needs 
in order to open the door of opportunity to introduce them to the One who can meet their 
spiritual needs (the fish). 
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1. The initial consultation with family 
The first thing you want to get a feel for is how the disability is limiting the personôs 
mobility.  Is the condition that made the wheelchair necessary a temporary or more 
permanent condition? Will the wheelchair ramp also help with other family members, 
such as elderly parents or grandparents who visit the home? I have seen 
circumstances where the individual had to stay in a rest home because the wife 
could not physically get the husband in and out of home without a ramp, and another 
case where the husband was having to call the local volunteer rescue squad for help 
to get his wife in car for him to carry her to daily radiation treatments and call them 
back again to get her back in house after getting back home. This lady made the 
comment she felt like a prisoner in her own home because once she was back in the 
house she had to stay there until help was called the next day when it was time for 
her next treatment.   

 
2. Tell them why your group does what it does 

This is a good time to inject a little about your Menôs Ministry.  Your men volunteer 
their busy time and God given talent to demonstrate His love for us through their 
sharing this love with them. It is a good time to circle up any guys with you and the 
family and have prayer praying that God will touch the person in the wheelchair in a 
special way. That God would heal them if it be His will. Pray that God will bless the 
efforts of your men and they will bring a blessing to this home.  Thank Him for the 
family that stands by this person during this season that they need help. Pray that 
His will be done in this project and that He get any glory that comes from this effort. 
 

3. Who is paying for the materials? 
You may already know if the family is paying for the materials or are they being 
provided by you or someone else.  Provided in this material is an estimate of how 
much each part of at typical ramp might cost (See page 13 of Apendix B) so if cost is 
a part of your discussion when meeting with family, you can give them some idea of 
the cost involved. There is also an Excel Worksheet provided that could be used on 
a laptop that with just a few numbers entered in can give you an even closer 
estimate of the total cost.  If you know that your group is paying for the materials you 
may want to discuss with the family that the only thing you normally ask is that if the 
ramp is ever not needed in the future that they will call you and your men can come 
and remove the ramp and be able to use it for another family that needs help.  You 
may want to consider coming up with some type of little metal plate with your contact 
information and a unique number assigned to each ramp on it, in the event the family 
needs to contact you in the future for removal of the ramp or for repairs or 
adjustment to the ramp.   
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Keeping a log of this Ramp number and information about ramp could also be useful 
to your group as the number of ramps you have built over a period of years becomes 
harder to keep track of. (Note: The modules and landings outlined here are built in 
such a manner that they can easily be disassembled to a point making them 
reusable.) 

 
4. When a plan comes together 

Now to move toward coming up with your plan:  Look at layout of home and 
determine with homeowner the most logical door that wheelchair would need to 
come in and out of the home. It would do little good to build a ramp at a door that has 
an unmovable obstacle inside the house such as a narrow door or tight corner. A 
good thing to consider also is the hopefully unlikely event that rescue personnel 
would need to get the disabled person out of house on a stretcher.  Once you have 
considered the pros and cons from the inside of home for door that seems to be the 
best location for the ramp, you have to consider  what obstacles you may face on the 
outside getting a ramp from the door to the end point.  Let me inject the first 
definition here since it is critical to this step.  The END POINT is the exact point at 
which the ramp will meet the ground. This needs to be at a place that is most 
convenient or desired to get the wheelchair on the ground. Most times this will be at 
the driveway. Then looking from the End Point back to the door where ramp will 
start, what unmovable obstacles stand in the way.  You can always move a bush or 
cut down a small tree, but you donôt want to move a pump house or a carport.  If your 
path from End Point to door proves to be unobstructed you can move on to step 5. 

 
5. Ramp Plan  

The first step here is to determine your TOTAL DROP. Total Drop is the distance in 
inches of vertical drop from the bottom of the door or from an existing porch to which 
the ramp will be attached, to the ground at your end point. Determining this is crucial 
to the whole design of the ramp. To determine this Total Drop you can use a stake 
driven in ground or held by an assistant at your End Point that is long enough so that 
the top of stake is a point level or higher than the point at the bottom of your door or 
the porch where your ramp will begin.  You now need a carpenterôs line and a line 
level. Tack the end of your line at bottom of door or porch and extend line out to your 
End Point stake. Get your line level and mark where your line meets your stake. 
Measuring from your mark which is level with your door or porch down to the ground, 
you get your TOTAL DROP. Getting your Total Drop with this method also 
compensates for changes in ground elevation between your starting point and End 
Point.  With the recommended drop of 1:12, meaning a drop of 1 inch for every 12 
inches of run, or 1 foot of ramp for every inch in your Total Drop. 
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If your Total Drop is 24 inches, you will need 24 feet of ramp.   If you are using a 
slope less than a 1:12, such as 1:16, then the feet of ramp you will need is more.  
See the chart below.  It is recommended for every 20 feet of ramp you figure in a 
REST LANDING. A Rest Landing is a flat platform that is a minimum of 5 feet in 
length somewhere in the middle of a straight run of ramp or as a pivot point when 
you are changing directions, that gives the person in wheelchair or the person 
pushing the wheelchair a flat place to rest along the way up or down the ramp. When 
the Rest Landing is used to change directions such as in an Elbow Style Ramp the 
Landing must be at a minimum of 5 feet x 5 feet in size. In this example where our 
Total Drop is 24 inches. Your design might be a 12 foot ramp module, then a 5 foot 
Rest Landing, and then another 12 foot ramp module which gets you down to the 
ground at your End Point. While we are here at the End Point you will need to 
consider in your ramp plan an ending wedge module of a minimum of 3 feet that will 
get you down from the last module to the ground level at your End Point so their 
chair will roll off end of ramp onto ground without a big bump.  

  Using a 1:16 Grade 
 8 Foot Module will drop 6 inches 
 10 Foot Module will drop 7 1/2 inches 
 12 Foot Module will drop 9 inches 

 

 
6. Ramp Configuration 

With your door decided on, your End Point decided on, and your Total Drop figured 
out, you are ready to design the configuration of your ramp.  A consideration here, 
also included in the checklist, is whether you can use an existing porch at your ramp 
door or whether a TOP LANDING will need to be a part of your ramp. The TOP 
LANDING is a flat level platform at door {see diagram on next page} with enough 
space past door on same side as door handle to allow the person in wheelchair to 
come up alongside the door and be able to open door while still seated in chair 
(usually 24 inches if possible). This platform whether it already exist or you will be 
building it, will need to be level and ½ inch below bottom of door, thus leaving a 
small ledge to prevent water ponding on platform being able to run under door, but 
not such a big bump that would prevent the wheelchair from easily going over it. If 
you are building a Top Landing it will generally be 5 feet by 5 feet (better detail of this 
in a drawing in section with building specs), which will accommodate the ramp 
leaving straight off from Top Landing or 90 degrees off of either side.  
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         7.  Determining How Many Feet of Ramp 
With the starting point figured out and having decided whether you are coming off of 
an existing porch or a Top Landing that you are building, it is now time to start 
figuring out how you are going to get to your End Point using the required slope of 1 
foot of ramp for every 1 inch of vertical drop or as referred to here as your Total 
Drop.  Letôs say for example you have a 24 inch Total Drop. Measuring from your 
Top Landing to your end point you only have 12 feet. You need 24 feet of ramp and 
with any ramp in excess of 20 feet (the ADA, American Disabilities Act Specs call for 
a Rest Landing every 30 feet) you will need a REST LANDING somewhere in your 
ramp design.  A Rest Landing is a 5 feet or greater section of ramp that is installed 
level at some point to give the person in the wheelchair or the person pushing the 
wheelchair a safe place to stop and rest. It is the same width as your ramp unless 
again you are changing directions at this landing. So to continue with our example:  
You need 24 feet of ramp plus 5 feet of Rest Landing or 29 feet of run before you get 
to your End Point. In this scenario you have to go in another direction and make a 
turn to get the 29 feet in and end back up at your End Point. Donôt forget to figure in 
having a 3 foot wedge module at the end of ramp to get you to ground level.  Unless 
you did out enough so that the end of your last module ends level with ground.  
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8. Which Ramp Configuration 

Your particular circumstances will determine which of the 3 following ramp designs 
will best fit your needs and in what configuration.  In the following section ñMaking 
the Plansò, you will find all 3 designs in as many configurations as possible so that 
you can show the homeowner the design you have in mind and the configuration of 
how it will be built. Consider also in this initial planning, whether any existing steps 
can still be utilized for other guest to access door without having to use the ramp. 
This may involve moving steps or building new steps.  

 
9.  Do You Need a Building Permit 

There are some other tasks you will want to take care of during your initial visit.  If 
your county or city requires you to get a Building Permit, there are some things you 
can do now to help yourself or the homeowner in applying for the Permit. Whether 
you are getting permit on behalf of the homeowner or they are applying themselves, 
you can help take some of the anxiety and burden away from this process by doing 
some of the leg work during your first visit. 1) If you already have the application you 
can obtain the information it asked for now and have the homeowner sign it. 2) most 
counties or cities will require a site plan. A site plan is a birds-eye view of the home 
lot showing the boundary line, how far the house sits from each boundary, what 
streets border the property, where the water lines and septic lines or system is 
located, where the ramp will be placed and how far the ramp is from property lines. 
(An example of a site plan is given in Appendix B) 

 
Hopefully the checklist at the end of this chapter will help you remember these things 
to do during your initial visit. (Checklist is also included in Appendix B- you can make 
a copy of everything in Appendix B and have everything you will need in the way of 
forms and such for your visit) 
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llustrations of Typical Ramp Designs 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

    

 

                    

    

 

   

          
 

  

    
 

   

 

 

  
  

     

         

 
          

    

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 

  
        

    

          

 
              

  

 
  

                        
  

 

 
 
 
 

      

 
 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

    

180  DEGREE RAMP 

The first factor in determining to use this design is primarily when the distance between your 
Top Landing and your End Point is not enough distance to accommodate the length of ramp 
necessary due to your Total Drop.  The flexibility of this design allows for different module 
lengths to be used to fit the length of ramp you need.  Another thing to consider here is whether 
you can put steps off the other side of your top landing facing the end point. Assuming the end 
point is at a driveway and other visitors coming to the home might enjoy having access to some 
steps leading more directly to door than having to walk up the ramp. 

 

The ramp pictured here may give 
you some idea of what the 180 
design may look like.  You can 
see here the rails have not yet 
been installed, but the ramp is 
almost completed at this point. 

Top 

Landing 

8 Foot 

Module 

8 Foot 
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Rest 

Landing 
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Landing 

Turn-around  
Landing 

Distance from 
landing to end 
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End 
point 
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This design is used when there is adequate distance between your Top Landing and your End Point to handle 
the length of ramp to fit into your Total Drop.  Ramp can come off either side or off front of landing.  Flexibility 

here also is being able to use different module lengths. 

This is a partial view of a Straight Ramp with a little kicker ramp to the side.  So this 
dear lady could get down to her deck and still be able to enjoy a spring afternoon on 
her back deck. 

STRAIGHT MODEL 

Rest Landing 

Top 

Landing 

W
e

d
g

e 
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Elbow Model 

This design is used when there may be adequate distance between your Top Landing and your End 
Point to handle the length of ramp to fit into your Total Drop, but an obstacle may exist in your direct 
path or your endpoint is not straight off in any direction from your Top Landing. 
 
Ramp can come off either side or off front of landing.  Flexibility here as in other designs is to use 

different module lengths. 

8,10, or 12 

Foot Module 

 

8 Foot Module Transition 

Landing 

5 ft. X 5 ft. 

8,10, or 12 

Foot Module 

Wedge 
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1. REFINING YOUR PLANS 

Now you can take the rough drawing(s) you made at the site and refine them such 
as where to place your support post and pre-planning your rails.  These drawings are 
all an important part of your overall plan and will help later when ordering your 
materials.  On the following page sketches give an example of planning the 
placement of the post and how this also plays into the rails.  Drawing out your design 
can help you in determining how many post you will need.  At the Top Landing it may 
be that due to the height of your door from the ground it may take a whole post for 
each post you need, whereas after you start down the ramp the height of your post 
needed gets shorter and shorter and possibly to a point that the amount of post you 
cut off can be used for one of the even shorter post further down the ramp.  It is 
helpful not only to have a birds-eye view of your ramp that helps you figure out your 
post placement, but a side view which gives you a general idea of the height of your 
ramp at various points. 
     General Rule: Top Landing gets 6 posts 
   Modules get 2 posts 
   Rest Landing gets 4 posts 
   Turn-around Landing gets 5 posts 
 

2. ORDERING YOUR MATERIALS 
Included in this manual are some manual worksheets for figuring up your materials. 
If you feel you are not computer savvy enough or just donôt have access to a 
computer you can plug in the applicable numbers in the applicable boxes and with a 
calculator you can do the math and come up with your materials list. 
 
If you are computer savvy, included with this manual is an Excel Worksheet that will 
figure your materials as fast as you can drop in the numbers.  You simply drop in 
how many 8 foot, 10 foot, or 12 foot modules you need for your ramp in the 
applicable yellow boxes. You drop down and enter how many Top Landings and 
Rest Landings you need in the applicable boxes. Down toward the bottom of the 
worksheet you enter your local cost for the different materials listed, again in the 
applicable yellow boxes. As quick as you can enter these numbers this worksheet 
will have figured the quantity of each item you will need and also an estimate of your 
cost.   
 
You could have this worksheet on your laptop and carry it on your initial consultation 
visit and after making your rough plan and arriving at a pretty good estimate of the 
modules and landings you will need, you could drop these numbers in this program 
and give the homeowner a good cost estimate right there on the spot.   
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